ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fr. Andrew Fornal OP
Parish Priest

Fr. Pawel Barszczewski OP
Assistant Priest
Fr. Piotr Kruk OP
EMERGENCY PHONE: 0423 725 148 (Calls Only)

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

BOTTICELLI, Sandro, The Temptation of Christ, 1481-82

Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil:
Sunday:

Weekday Masses:
Monday-Friday
Saturday

6:00pm
8:30am
10:00am

8:00am
8:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday

During Morning Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

after 8:30am Mass

(Please let the Priest know.)

ST. JOSEPH'S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr. Alan Eisenhuth - Acting Principal

School Office Times
8:30am - 4:00pm - Monday to Friday

Address
94 Joseph Street
Kingswood, NSW 2747

Telephone: 4726 4200; Fax: 4731 1432

www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 2:00pm and Friday: 9.00am - 1:00pm

Address: 12 Richmond Road, PO Box 39, Kingswood, NSW 2747  Telephone: 02 4721 4080
Email: parish@stjosephskingswood.org Web: www.stjosephskingswood.org Facebook: stjosephkingswood




ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS / MASS INTENTIONS

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10

Responsorial Psalm: Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble

Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13
VIGIL SATURDAY

6:00pm T Maureen van Hoogenvest
SUNDAY 8:30am T Charles Okafor Ileagu

10:00am For the Parish
Monday 8:00am 1st Week of Lent Stephanie Aycardo (Birthday Blessings)
Tuesday 8:00am 1st Week of Lent 1 Ophelia Paraan
Wednesday 8.00am 1st Week of Lent T Reuben Okwudili Ileagu
Thursday 8.00am 1st Week of Lent 1 Ophelia Paraan
Friday 8.00am 1st Week of Lent Heidi Isbitzki (Birthday Blessings)
Saturday 8.30am 1st Week of Lent 1 Fay Durbidge
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  RECENTLY DECEASED:

An hour before the 8am Masses during the week
and before the 8.30am Masses at the weekend.
Confessions are also available during Adoration.
Please speak to the Priest.

MASS INTENTIONS
Please speak directly to one of the Priests.

BAPTISM OR MARRIAGE:
Please speak to the Priest or ring the Parish Office.

POPE FRANCIS’ MARCH INTENTIONS

For Families in Crisis

Let us pray that broken families might discover the
cure for their wounds through forgiveness,
rediscovering each other’s gifts, even in their
differences.

Ophelia Paraan, Maureen van Hoogenvest

DECEASED WE PRAY FOR:
Charles Okafor Ileagu, Reuben Okwudili lleagu,
Fay Durbidge

CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS 2025
Reconciliation: Thursday 10 April

First Communion: 227 June
Registration & 1¢ Session: Sunday 27% April

Confirmation: Thursday 6" November
Registration & 1¢ Session: Sunday 20t July

All Sessions will be after 10am Mass at 11.30am

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday at 6pm during Lent.

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Sr Louisa, Carolina Q. Alvarez, Jonathon Ansell, Tony Bogdanovic, Margaret Colville,
Frances Gunn, Andrew & Jason Isbitski, David Jenkins, Carmel Kerr, John McCahon, Krystona McWhinnie,
Nympha Miller, Karen Morvan, Shayla, Cameron Stevens, Roger Stevens, David Wakeling, Mary Woodward.

SICK LIST: Due to privacy laws, if you have anyone for the sick list, please contact the Parish Office to fill in a form and update
it at the end of each month to keep the names on the sick list.
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ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
PARISH AND THE DIOCESE

SECOND COLLECTION: Envelopes: $785
Loose: $494
Smart Facility: $638

Carpet Donations: $6673

SMART DONATION FACILITIES

Donations from the two Smart terminals at the door
go towards the 2" Collection. Donations from the
Smart terminal near the creche go towards Special
Project Donations.

Our Special Project Donations are now going towards
Carpet for the Church. Thank you for your ongoing
support and generosity.

BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9.15am in the Parish Hall. All are
most welcome.

PARISH LUNCH

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 12 noon. Our
next Lunch will be this Wednesday 12" March at St.
Mary’s Band Club. All are most welcome.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM
If you are new to our Parish, have not [m]#t;
registered or want to update your 'F.,
information, please use the QR Code.

PROJECT COMPASSION

This Lent, we are called to “Unite Against Poverty”
through Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. Your
generous support this Lenten Season will enable
Caritas to provide life-changing support to vulnerable
communities in need.

You can support Project Compassion through the
donation boxes, by calling 1800 024 413 or online at
caritas.org.au/project-compassion.

MEN AT THE SHRINE

An hour of adoration on Wednesday 12t March from
8-9pm at the Schoenstatt Shrine in Mulgoa. Please see
the Flyer on the noticeboard for further information.
For any questions contact Bernard on 0416 106 871.

CHARISMATIC HEALING MASS

2pm Sunday 16" March at Our Lady of the Rosary
Church, St Marys. Celebrant is Fr Brian Steele MGL.
Mass will be followed by individual prayer for
healing.

RAISING KIDS IN A PORNIFIED WORLD
Sunday 16" March from 2.30-5.30pm at Atura Hotel,
Prospect. The Speaker is Dr Joanna Blades, a Sydney-
based psychiatrist specializing in addictions. See flyer
at the back of the Church or go to www.fea.org.au

A RETREAT IN THE SPIRIT OF TAIZE

29t March from 9am to 9pm at Mt Carmel Retreat
Centre, Varroville. Led by Tricia Watts. See flyer on
the notice board.

BISHOP VINCENT PRESENTS AT AUSTRALIAN
CATHOLIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The next event for the Australian Catholic Historical
Society will be held in the crypt of Saint Patrick's,
Church Hill at 2:00pm on Sunday 16 March. Bishop
Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta will
share a personal reflection on the 50" anniversary of
the end of the Vietham War. Entry is free, all are
welcome. Details of the programme of the ACHS as
well as resources on church history are on the website
https://australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/

OUR DIOCESE'S JUBILEE YOUTH PILGRIMAGE
Young people (18-35) across Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains are invited to embark on an 18-day
pilgrimage to the Jubilee of Youth in Rome from 19
July — 5 August 2025. The journey includes a visit to
Greece, tracing the footsteps of Saint Paul, before
heading to Rome for the celebration. Express your
interest today at parracatholic.org/jubileeyouth2025

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

Safeguarding Mandatory Training.

Under the Children’s Guardian Act 2019 and the
NSW Child Safe Standards all volunteers are required
to have completed their Safeguarding Training.

Modules 1-3 — These Modules are for new Volunteers
who have not completed any safeguarding Training.
Modules 4/5 — Renewal for those who completed
Modules 1-3 two years ago.

The next session of face-to-face Training will be
held on 34 May at Holy Family Parish, Emerton

For the direct link to training dates and to register:
https://parracatholic.org/connect/?series=safeguardin

g-training

To complete the modules online go to
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

For any questions, please email Maria Kervin, at
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org



https://australiancatholichistoricalsociety.com.au/
https://parracatholic.org/jubileeyouth2025/
https://parracatholic.org/connect/?series=safeguarding-training
https://parracatholic.org/connect/?series=safeguarding-training
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org

ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE WORLD

POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday 5 March 2025

Cycle of Catechesis — Jubilee 2025.

Jesus Christ our Hope. 1. The Infancy of Jesus.

8. “Son, why have you done this to us?” (Lk 2:49).
The finding of Jesus in the Temple

Dear brothers and sisters,

In this last catechesis dedicated to the childhood of
Jesus, we will start from the episode in which, at
twelve years of age, He stays in the Temple without
telling His parents, who are anxiously looking for
Him and find Him after three days. This account
presents us with a very interesting dialogue
between Mary and Jesus, which helps us to reflect
on the path of the mother of Jesus, a journey that was
certainly not easy. Indeed, Mary set out on a
spiritual itinerary during which she advanced in
her understanding of the mystery of her Son.

Let us look back at the various stages of this
journey. At the beginning of her pregnancy, Mary
visits Elizabeth and stays with her for three months,
until the birth of the little John. Then, when she is
now in her ninth month, due to the census she goes
with Joseph to Bethlehem, where she gives birth to
Jesus. After forty days they go to Jerusalem for the
presentation of the child; and they return on a
pilgrimage to the Temple every year thereafter. But
with Jesus still a baby they had taken refuge in
Egypt for a long time to protect Him from Herod,
and only after the king's death did they settle again
in Nazareth. When Jesus, having become an adult,
begins His ministry, Mary is present and a
protagonist at the wedding at Cana; then she
follows Him “at a distance”, up to His last journey
to Jerusalem, and until His passion and death. After
the Resurrection, Mary remains in Jerusalem, as
Mother of the disciples, sustaining their faith while
awaiting the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Throughout this journey, the Virgin is a pilgrim of
hope, in the strong sense that she becomes the
“daughter of her Son”, the first of His disciples.
Mary brought into the world Jesus, Hope of
humanity; she nourished Him, made Him grow,
followed Him, letting herself be the first to be
shaped by the Word of God. As Benedict XVI said,
“We see how completely at home Mary is with the
Word of God .......... we see how her thoughts are

attuned to the thoughts of God, how her will is one
with the will of God. Since Mary is completely
imbued with the Word of God, she is able to
become the Mother of the Word Incarnate”
(Encyclical Deus caritas _est, 41).
communion with the Word of God does not
however save her the effort of a demanding
“apprenticeship”.

The experience of twelve-year-old Jesus going
missing during the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem
frightens Mary to the point that she also speaks for
Joseph as they take their son back: “Son, why have
you done this to us? Your father and I have been
looking for you with great anxiety” (Lk 2:48). Mary
and Joseph felt the pain of parents with a missing
child: they both thought that Jesus was in the
caravan with their relatives, but after not seeing

This unique

Him for an entire day, they began the search that
would lead them to retrace their steps. Upon
returning to the Temple, they discover that He who,
in their eyes, until a short time before, was still a
child to protect, suddenly seems grown up, capable
now of getting involved in discussions on the
Scriptures, of holding His own with the teachers of
the Law.

Faced with His mother’s rebuke, Jesus answers
with disarming simplicity: “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?” (Lk 2:49). Mary and Joseph do not
understand: the mystery of God made child
exceeds their intelligence. The parents want to
protect that precious son under the wings of their
love; instead, Jesus wants to live His vocation as the
Son of the Father who is at His service and lives
immersed in His Word.

Luke’s infancy narratives thus close with Mary’s
final words, which recall Joseph’s paternity
towards Jesus, and with Jesus’ first words, which
recognize that this paternity traces His origins from
that of His heavenly Father, whose undisputed
primacy He acknowledges.

Dear brothers and sisters, like Mary and Joseph, full
of hope, let us also set out in the footsteps of the
Lord, who does not allow Himself to be contained
by our precepts, and allows Himself to be found not
so much in a place, but in the response of love to
the tender divine paternity, a response of love that
is filial life.


https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est.html

