ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Fr. Andrew Fornal OP
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Fr. Pawel Barszczewski OP
Assistant Priest
Fr. Piotr Kruk OP
EMERGENCY PHONE: 0423 725 148 (Calls Only)

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
16th February 2025, Year C/1

BLOCH, Carl Heinrich, The Sermon on the Mount, 1877

Sunday Masses:

Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm

Sunday: 8:30am
10:00am

Weekday Masses:

Monday-Friday 8:00am

Saturday 8:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Saturday after 8:30am Mass

During Morning Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
(Please let the Priest know.)

ST. JOSEPH'S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr. Alan Eisenhuth - Acting Principal

School Office Times
8:30am - 4:00pm - Monday to Friday

Address
94 Joseph Street
Kingswood, NSW 2747

Telephone: 4726 4200; Fax: 4731 1432

www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am - 2:00pm and Friday: 9.00am - 1:00pm

Address: 12 Richmond Road, PO Box 39, Kingswood, NSW 2747  Telephone: 02 4721 4080
Email: parish@stjosephskingswood.org Web: www.stjosephskingswood.org Facebook: stjosephkingswood




ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS / MASS INTENTIONS
First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-8
Responsorial Psalm: Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12, 16-20

Gospel: Luke 6:17, 20-26
VIGIL SATURDAY
6:00pm Merv Morton (For Healing)
SUNDAY 8:30am 11 Maria & Zygmunt Blazek & Marianne
Pikula
10:00am For the Parish
Monday 8:00am Week 6 in Ordinary Time 1 Marian Kubka
Tuesday 8:00am Bl John of Fiesole Anne Marie Schoemaker (For her Health)
Wednesday 8.00am Week 6 in Ordinary Time 1 Maria Pinto
Thursday 8.00am Week 6 in Ordinary Time 11 Marian Kubka, Marian Zawadzki &
Barbara Blazek
Friday 8.00am Week 6 in Ordinary Time 1 Helen Zerafa
Saturday 8.30am THE CHAIR OF ST PETER Maureen (For Grace & Peace)

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT RECENTLY DECEASED:

An hour before the 8am Masses during the week Helen Zerafa

and before the 8.30am Masses at the weekend.

Confessions are also available during Adoration. DECEASED WE PRAY FOR:

Maria & Zygmunt Blazek, Marianne Pikula,
Marian Kubka, Maria Pinto, Marian Zawadzki,
Barbara Blazek

Please speak to the Priest.

MASS INTENTIONS

Please speak directly to one of the Priests. CHILDREN’S SACRAMENTS 2025

Reconciliation: Thursday 10%* April
BAPTISM OR MARRIAGE:

Registration & 1¢t Session: Sunday 2" March
Please speak to the Priest or ring the Parish Office. cgistration eosion: SHneay are

First Communion: 2274 June

ASH WEDNESDAY Registration & 1%t Session: Sunday 27t April

Wednesday 5% March is Ash Wednesday, whichis  Confirmation: Thursday 6% November
a day of Fasting & Abstinence. Masses will be at Registration & 1% Session: Sunday 20t July
8.00am and 7.00pm, with a School Liturgy of the

Word at 12noon. All Sessions will be after 10am Mass at 11.30am

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK: Sr Louisa, Carolina Q. Alvarez, Jonathon Ansell, Tony Bogdanovic, Margaret Colville,
Frances Gunn, Andrew & Jason Isbitski, David Jenkins, Carmel Kerr, John McCahon, Krystona McWhinnie,
Nympha Miller, Karen Morvan, Ophelia Paraan, Shayla, Cameron Stevens, Roger Stevens, Maureen van
Hoogenvest, David Wakeling, Mary Woodward.

SICK LIST: Due to privacy laws, if you have anyone for the sick list, please contact the Parish Office to fill in a form and update
it at the end of each month to keep the names on the sick list.
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ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
PARISH AND THE DIOCESE

PALMS FOR ASH WEDNESDAY
Please return your Palms by Monday 3¢ March to be
burned ready for Ash Wednesday on 5" March.

POPE FRANCIS FEBRUARY INTENTIONS
For Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life
Let us pray that the ecclesial community might
welcome the desires and doubts of those young
people who feel a call to serve Christ’s mission in the
priesthood and religious life.
SECOND COLLECTION: Envelopes: $1192
Loose: $560.65
Smart Facility: $665
Carpet Donations: $5751.10

SMART DONATION FACILITIES

Donations from the two Smart terminals at the door
go towards the 2nd Collection. Donations from the
Smart terminal near the creche go towards Special
Project Donations.

Our Special Project Donations are now going towards
Carpet for the Church. Thank you for your ongoing
support and generosity.

BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9.15am in the Parish Hall. All are
most welcome.

PARISH LUNCH

Every 2nd Wednesday of the month at 12 noon. Our
next Lunch will be Wednesday 12" March at St.
Mary’s Band Club. All are most welcome.

PARISH MEMBERSHIP FORM
If you are new to our Parish, have not E -
registered or want to update your 'F.|
information, please use the QR Code.

WOMEN'’S RECOLLECTION

Women’s Recollection is this Thursday 20t February.
Morning Session is held at St Joseph’s Parish,
Kingswood from 9am. The Evening Session is at
Montgrove College, Orchard Hills from 7pm.

MEN AT THE SHRINE

An hour of adoration on Wednesday 12" March from
8-9pm at the Schoenstatt Shrine in Mulgoa. Please see
the Flyer on the noticeboard for further information.
For any questions contact Bernard on 0416 106 871.

XAVIER COLLEGE OPEN NIGHT

Tuesday 4% March from 4pm to 6pm. Prospective
2026 students and their families are warmly invited to
attend. Application forms will be available on the
night.

LIFTED LAUNCH

Join us for LIFTED Launch on Thursday, February
27th, from 6:45pm to 9:30pm at West HQ, Rooty Hill!
Get a sneak peek at exciting events we have planned
for young Catholics, including the Jubilee Year
Pilgrimage and Australian Catholic Youth Festival.
Enjoy a night of prayer, formation, and fun with
young  Catholics.  Register
parracatholic.org/events/liftedlaunch/

fellow Nnow:

MT SCHOENSTATT MONTHLY SHRINE TIME
Join us every fourth Sunday of the month for praise,
worship, silence, prayer, reflection and benediction at
the Shrine. There is also the opportunity to go to
confession. For further information please contact Sr
M Rita at srrita@schoenstatt.org.au or 0493 026 628.

VINNIES SHOP VOLUNTEERS WANTED
2/120 Batt Street, Jamisontown. Apply online at:
http://www.vinnies.org.au/shopvolunteernsw or you

can come into the shop and speak to us.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

Safeguarding Mandatory Training.

Under the Children’s Guardian Act 2019 and the
NSW Child Safe Standards all volunteers are required
to have completed their Safeguarding Training.

Modules 1-3 — These Modules are for new Volunteers
who have not completed any safeguarding Training.
The next session of face-to-face Training will be
held on 2274 February at Holy Family Parish,
Emerton.

Modules 4/5 — Renewal for those who completed
Modules 1-3 two years ago.

The next session of face-to-face Training will be
held on 34 May at Holy Family Parish, Emerton

For the direct link to training dates and to register:
https://parracatholic.org/connect/?series=safeguardin

g-training

To complete the modules online go to
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au

For any questions, please email Maria Kervin, at
maria.kervin@parracatholic.org
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ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PARISH
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE WORLD

POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE
Wednesday 5% February 2025

Cycle of Catechesis — Jubilee 2025.

Jesus Christ our Hope. 1. The Infancy of Jesus.

5. “To you is born this day a Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord” (Lk 2,11). The birth of Jesus and the
shepherds’ visit.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Today we will reflect on the event of Jesus’ birth in
Bethlehem.

The Son of God enters history as our travelling
companion and begins to travel while still in His
mother's womb. The evangelist Luke tells us that as
soon as He was conceived, He went from Nazareth
to the house of Zechariah and Elizabeth; and then,
at the end of the pregnancy, from Nazareth to
Bethlehem for the census. Mary and Joseph were
forced to go to the city of King David, where Joseph
had also been born. The long-awaited Messiah, the
Son of the God Most High, allows Himself to be
counted, that is, counted and registered, like any
other citizen. He submits to the decree of an
emperor, Caesar Augustus.

Luke places Jesus' birth in “an exactly datable time”
and in “an exactly indicated geographical setting”,
so that “the universal and the concrete touch each
other” (BENEDICT XVI, The Infancy Narratives,
2012, 77). God, who comes into history, does not
dismantle the structures of the world, but wants to
illuminate them and recreate them from within.
Bethlehem means “house of bread”. There, the days
of childbirth were fulfilled for Mary and there Jesus
was born, bread descended from heaven to satisfy
the hunger of the world (cf. Jn 6:51). The angel
Gabriel had announced the birth of the Messianic
King in the sign of greatness: “Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called Son of the Most High and the Lord God will
give him the throne of David his father, and he will
rule of the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end” (Lk 1:32-33).
However, Jesus is way entirely
unprecedented for a king. Indeed, “while they were
there, the time came for her to have her child, and
she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger,

born a

because there was no room for them in the inn”
(Lk 2:6-7). The Son of God is not born in a royal
palace, but at the back of a house, in the space
where the animals are kept.

Luke thus shows us that God does not come into
the world with resounding proclamations; he does
not manifest himself with noise but begins his
journey in humility. And who are the first
witnesses of this event? They are shepherds: men of
little culture, malodorous from constant contact
with the animals, they live on the margins of
society. And yet they practice the occupation by
which God himself makes himself known to his
people (cf. Gen 48:15; 49:24; Ps 23:1; 80:2; Is 40:11).
God chooses them as the recipients of the most
beautiful news that has ever resounded in history:
“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you
good news of great joy that will be for all people.
For today in the city of David a saviour has been
born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this
will be a sign for you: you will find an infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger”.

The place to meet the Messiah is a manger. Indeed,
it happens that, after such expectation, “for the
Saviour of the world, for He for whom all things
were created (cf. Col 1:16), there is no room”
(Benedict XVI, The Infancy Narratives, 2012, 80). The
shepherds thus learn that in a very humble place,
reserved to the animals, the long-awaited Messiah
is born, and he is born for them, to be their Saviour,
their shepherd. This news opens their hearts to
wonder, praise and joyful proclamation. “Unlike so
many other people, busy about many things, the
shepherds become the first to see the most essential
thing of all: the gift of salvation. It is the humble and
the poor who greet the event of the Incarnation”
(Apostolic Letter Admirabile signum, 5).

Brothers and sisters, let us, too, ask for the grace of
being, like the shepherds, capable of wonder and
praise before God, and capable of cherishing what
He has entrusted to us: the talents, charisms, our
vocation and the people he places beside us. Let us
ask the Lord to be able to discern in weakness the
extraordinary strength of the Child God, who
comes to renew the world and transform our lives
with his plan full of hope for all humanity.

I invoke upon you all the joy and peace of the Lord
Jesus.



https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20191201_admirabile-signum.html

