
   

 

 
 

  

  THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
31st December 2023, Year B/2 

 

Sunday Masses:  

Saturday Vigil: 6:00pm      

Sunday: 8:30am 

 10:00am 

 

Weekday Masses:  

Monday–Friday 8:00am 

Saturday 8:30am 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  

Saturday after 8:30am Mass 
 

Baptism, Marriage Please contact the Parish Office 

 

       

St. JoSeph’S CatholiC ChurCh 

Parish Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 9:00am – 2:00pm and Friday: 9.00am – 1:00pm 

 

Address: 12 Richmond Rd, PO Box 39, Kingswood, NSW 2747     Telephone: 02 4721 4080 

Email: parish@stjosephskingswood.org    Web: www.stjosephskingswood.org    Facebook: stjosephkingswood 

 Fr. Andrew Fornal OP 
  Parish Priest 

 Fr. Pawel Barszczewski OP 
  Assistant Priest 

 Fr. Jacek Buda OP 

 Fr. Piotr Kruk OP 
 EMERGENCY PHONE: 0423 725 148 (Calls Only) 

St. JoSeph’S primary SChool 

Ms. Jennifer Crowley – Principal 

School Office Times 
8:30 am - 4:00 pm - Monday to Friday 

 

Address 
94 Joseph Street 

Kingswood, NSW 2747 

 

Telephone: 4726 4200; Fax: 4731 1432 

 

www.stjosephskingswood.catholic.edu.au 
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish 

 

BAPTISM OR MARRIAGE: 

Please speak to one of the Priests or ring the Parish 

Office. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Please speak directly to one of the Priests. 
 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

There is an opportunity to spend time with the 

Lord for an hour before the 8am Masses during the 

week and before the 8.30am Masses at the weekend. 

Confessions are also available during Adoration. 

Please let the Priest know. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Sr Carmen Noronha 

 

DECEASED WE PRAY FOR:  

 

POPE FRANCIS’ DECEMBER INTENTIONS 

For Persons with Disabilities 

We pray that people living with disabilities may be 

at the centre of attention in society, and that 

institutions may offer inclusive programs which 

value their active participation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS / MASS INTENTIONS 

Entrance Antiphon: The shepherds went in haste,  

and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 
 

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 
 

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord remembers His covenant for ever. 
  

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19  
 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-44  

  

 

VIGIL SATURDAY 

6:00pm  † Sr Carmen Noronha  
                  

SUNDAY  8:30am              
         

10:00am              For the Parish    
          

Monday 8.00am  MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  Bobins Johny & Family (Blessings) 

  6.00pm  MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  For the Parish 
 

Tuesday 8:00am  St Basil & St Gregory   Wedding Ann. (Blessings & Graces) 
  

Wednesday 8.00am  Most Holy Name of Jesus     
 

Thursday 8.00am      St Zedislava Berkiana       
     

Friday  8.00am  Friday before Epiphany 
 

Saturday 8.30am  Saturday before Epiphany    

 

              

            

  

  

  

  

               

              

  

 

WE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  Sr Louisa, Jonathon Ansell, Tony Bogdanovic, Marianne Callaghan, Margaret Colville, 

Frances Gunn, Andrew & Jason Isbitski, David Jenkins, Carmel Kerr, John McCahon, Krystona McWhinnie, Karen 

Morvan, Ophelia Paraan, Danny Patos, Shayla, Benjamin Santiago, Cameron Stevens, Roger Stevens, Cynthia 

Sulvita, Charley Tonna, David Wakeling, Paul & Mary Woodward. 
 

SICK LIST: (Due to privacy laws) If you have anyone for the sick list, contact the Parish Office to fill in a form and update it at 

the end of each month to keep the names on the sick list.  
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASSES – IST JANUARY 

Monday morning will be our usual 8am Mass.  

Monday evening Mass is 6.00pm followed by 

Supper. Please join us and bring a plate to share. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION:  Envelopes: $1000 

      Loose:         $1446.60 

                 Tap & Go:  $350 

                       Smart Facility: $480 

             St Joseph Statue Donations Total: $3935 

                                                                                                                                              

TAP & GO & SMART DONATION FACILITIES 

All contributions go to the 2nd Collection. 
 

First Collection contributions go to the Diocese to 

support our Priests. 

Second Collection contributions go directly to the 

Parish to support day to day operation of the Parish. 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

Bible Study every Wednesday at 9.15am in the 

Parish Hall. All are most welcome.   

 

ST JOSEPH STATUE 

Donations can be placed in the silver “Donation 

Box” at the back of the Church. We are planning to 

have the new Statue blessed on the Feast of St 

Joseph, 19th March 2024. Thank you for your 

donations.  

 

SUNDAY MORNING TEA 

Morning Tea after 10am Mass will resume on Sunday 

14th January.  

 

BISHOP VINCENT’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

We have reached our quota. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

PARRAMATTA MENS’ ROSARY 

Witness and Pray with us every 1st Saturday of the 

Month at 10.30am in front of St Patrick’s Cathedral, 

Parramatta. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY COURSE   

The Liturgical Ministry Formation Courses will 

recommence in February 2024. This is formation for 

anyone interested in serving in Liturgical Ministry 

either as Readers, Extraordinary Ministers of 

Communion, Communion to the Sick and Dying and 

Ministers at the Altar. If you are interested contact the 

Parish Office for an Application Form. 

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR YOUNG WOMEN 17+ 

My Little Piece of Heaven” 

Friday 12th January at 6.30pm until Sunday 14th 

January at 4pm. Cost $75. 
 

GIRLS SUMMER CAMP – 12-16 YEAR OLDS  

Starts 15th January at 4pm until 17th January at 2pm. 

Cost $85. 
 

Both Retreats are at Mt Schoenstatt, 230 Fairlight 

Road, Mulgoa. Ring Sr M. Rita Baysari on 0493 026 

628 or email srrita@schoenstatt.org.au 

See Noticeboard for more details. 

 

DIOCESAN SYNOD REPORT NOW AVAILABLE  

The Diocesan Synod Report is now available for 

download. The newly released Diocesan Synod 

Report offers a summary of our first Diocesan Synod 

assembly, held from October 13-15, 2023, its 

preparatory stages, in-depth details of the 

proceedings, and insights from delegates. Download 

your copy from the Parramatta Synod website now: 

www.parracatholic.org/synod/resources  

 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES IN 2024    

Visit www.parracatholic.org/pmp to view weekend 

course dates in the New Year, to book and pay. An 

online preparation called SmartLoving can also be 

booked via the website. For more information, email 

met@parracatholic.org or phone Karin on 0419 242 

435 or Marisa on 0412 280 017.     
 

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 

Safeguarding Mandatory Training. 

Under the Children’s Guardian Act 2019 and the 

NSW Child Safe Standards all volunteers in parish 

ministry are Mandatory Reporters and are required to 

have completed their Safeguarding Training.  
 

Cycle 1 Mandatory Modules 1-3 Monday 5th 

February – 9.30am-2.30pm at Bishop Bede Heather 

Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown 
 

Cycle 2    Renewal Mandatory Modules 4-5  

Thursday 22nd (4) & 29th (5) February – 7-8.30pm at St 

Nicholas of Myra, 326 High St, Penrith 

Saturday 2nd March – 10am-1.30pm at Holy Spirit 

Parish, Corner of Todd Road & Moore Street, St Clair 
 

If you would like to complete your 6 points online go 

to at https://learning.safeguarding.org.au 

For any questions please email Maria Kervin, at  

maria.kervin@parracatholic.org 

 

PARISH AND THE DIOCESE 

 

 

 

mailto:srrita@schoenstatt.org.au
https://learning.safeguarding.org.au/
mailto:maria.kervin@parracatholic.org
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St. Joseph’s Catholic Parish 

POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE 

Wednesday 27th December 2023 
 

Cycle of Catechesis: Vices and Virtues 

Introduction: Safeguarding the Heart 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 
 

Today I would like to introduce a cycle of catechesis 

– a new cycle – on the theme of vices and virtues. 

And we can start right from the beginning of the 

Bible, where the Book of Genesis, through the 

account of the progenitors, presents the dynamic of 

evil and temptation. Let’s consider the earthly 

Paradise. In the idyllic picture represented by the 

garden of Eden, a character appears who will be the 

symbol of temptation: the serpent, this character 

who seduces. The snake is an insidious animal: it 

moves slowly, slithering along the ground, and 

sometimes you do not even notice its presence – it 

is silent – because it manages to camouflage itself 

well in its environment, and above all, this is 

dangerous. 
 

When it begins to converse with Adam and Eve, it 

shows that it is also a refined dialectician. It begins 

as one does with wicked gossip, with a malicious 

question. He says, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 

of any tree of the garden?’” (Gen 3:1). The phrase is 

false: in reality, God offered man and woman all the 

fruits of the garden, apart from those of a specific 

tree: the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This 

prohibition is not intended to forbid man the use of 

reason, as is sometimes misinterpreted, but is a 

measure of wisdom. As if to say: recognize your 

limit, do not feel you are the master of everything, 

because pride is the beginning of all evil. And so, 

the story tells us that God establishes the 

progenitors as lords and guardians of creation, but 

wants to preserve them from the presumption of 

omnipotence, of making themselves masters of 

good and evil, which is a temptation – a bad 

temptation, even now. This is the most dangerous 

pitfall for the human heart. 
 

As we know, Adam and Eve do not manage to 

resist the temptation of the serpent. The idea of a 

God who is not so good, who wanted to keep them 

in subjection, who wanted to keep them in his 

submission, insinuated itself into their minds: 

hence the collapse of everything. 
 

With these accounts, the Bible explains to us that 

evil does not begin in man in a clamorous way, 

when an act is already manifest, but the evil begins 

much earlier, when one begins to fantasize about it, 

to nurse it in the imagination, thoughts, and ends 

up being ensnared by its enticements. The murder 

of Able did not begin with a thrown stone, but with 

the grudge that Cain wickedly held, turning it into 

a monster within him. In this case too, God’s 

recommendations are worthless. 
 

One must never dialogue, brothers and sisters, with 

the devil. Never! You should never argue. Jesus 

never dialogued with the devil; He cast him out. 

And when in the wilderness, [with] the 

temptations, He did not respond with dialogue; He 

simply responded with the words of Holy 

Scripture, with the Word of God. Be careful: the 

devil is a seducer. Never dialogue with him, 

because he is smarter than all of us and he will 

make us pay for it. When temptation comes, never 

dialogue. Close the door, close the window, close 

your heart. And so, we defend ourselves against 

this seduction, because the devil is astute, 

intelligent. He tried to tempt Jesus with quotes 

from the Bible! He was a great theologian there. 

With the devil you do not dialogue. Do you 

understand this? Be careful. We must not converse 

with the devil, and we must not entertain ourselves 

with temptation. There is no dialogue. Temptation 

comes, we close the door. We guard our heart. 
 

And that is why we do not converse with the devil. 

This is the recommendation – guard the heart – that 

we find in various fathers, saints: guard the heart. 

Guard the heart. And we must ask for this grace of 

learning to guard the heart. It is a form of wisdom, 

how to guard the heart. May the Lord help us [in] 

this work. But he who guards his heart, guards a 

treasure. Brothers and sisters, let us learn to guard 

the heart. Thank you. 
 

Special Greetings 

May each of you, and your families, cherish the 

joy of this Christmas season, and draw near in 

prayer to the Saviour who has come to dwell 

among us. God bless you!      

Catholic Church in the World 

 

 

 


